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penitent suing for pardon on the night of Shubh-
burraat, is certainly heard and his sins forgiven.

The Sheah sect attach still greater impor-
tance to this night, as the anniversary of the
birth of Emaum Mhidhie. They also remember
Hasan and Hosein as martyrs; and in memory
of their sufferings the zeearut (circuit as at
Mahurrum), is performed by walking round the
ground in front of their apartments, repeating the
burial service, with some trifling alterations;
likewise the salaams to the Prophets and Emaums
are duly performed during this night of fate.

There is a singular opinion current amongst
the Mussulmauns, that the trees hold converse
at this momentous period. The really pious
characters amongst the Mussulmauns declare,
that they discountenance superstition in every
way; but they strictly adhere to every habit or
custom on record, which was the practice of
Mahumud and his family, the Emaums. Of
course, they do not think the observances of
Shubh-burraat are at all bordering on supersti-
tion, whatever may be thought of the practice
by others.